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Preliminary Research on the possibility of
establishment Incidents Prevention
Mechanism on Air and Sea between the
Taiwan Area and the Mainland Area:

A case study on “The Air-Sea Liaison
Mechanism between China and Japan”

Chieh, Chung

Associate Research Fellow, National Policy Foundation
Abstract

Although the probability of the CCP’s military invasion of Taiwan is
not high at this stage; however, the CCP has greatly strengthened the
frequency as well as intensity of military activities around Taiwan and the
east part of the Taiwan strait medium line. This situation has drastically
increased the possibility of “Air and Sea incidents” on both sides of the strait,
if not being inappropriately managed, it is very likely to quickly escalate

into a military conflict or even detonate a war which no parties will expect.

Therefore, the establishment of a “Incidents Prevention Mechanism on
Air and Sea between the Taiwan Area and the Mainland Area” is of great
importance for both sides of the strait; however, due to the tense political
relationship between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait, many difficulties
will have happened in the future, such as whether the CCP will deliberately
link this mechanism with its “Mutual Trust Mechanism of Military

99 ¢¢

Security”, “how to define the scope of application” and so on.

After nearly 11 years of consultations, the CCP and Japan officially
launched “The Air-Sea Liaison Mechanism between China and Japan” on
June 8, 2018. Preliminary establishment of specific rules for encounters
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between military aircrafts and ships in the East China Sea, especially in the
overlapping areas of the air defense identification zones of the two sides,
moreover it has avoided the sensitive issue of sovereignty over Diaoyu

Taiwan.

Even though the “The Air-Sea Liaison Mechanism between China and
Japan™ still has many shortcomings, it has brought the following
enlightenment to the establishment of the “Incidents Prevention Mechanism
on Air and Sea between the Taiwan Area and the Mainland Area”: first,
names such as “liaison mechanism” or “Incidents Prevention mechanism”
can be used to reduce political sensitivities; second, the scope of application
can be temporarily put on hold to prevent disagreements; third, relevant
provisions of the “Code for Unplanned Encounters at Sea” can be directly
invoked; fourth, the “two-step” model is adopted by the “The Air-Sea
Liaison Mechanism between China and Japan” during the negotiation
process.

Keywords: Air and Sea incidents, The Air-Sea Liaison Mechanism
between China and Japan, Code for Unplanned Encounters at

Sea, Taiwan strait medium line
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